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the garden of amra trees

lovers are exchanging their tears of memory
swearing when they meet again

shall not see any of the handkerchiefs waving

the news of sons and daughters

is registered in the parents’ envelop

from now on, love no more the post-box

pull down all the wharves

let epeirogenesis occurs in all seas

ask the roses to bloom without ceasing

towards the bare soils, the grass to flourish ceaselessly
towards the barren prison camps

but the ancient sorrow is breeding in the graveyards
many earrings, hanged forlorn on the wall

many ears on hearing the marriage, will recall

the gloomy solar eclipse, recall

before ending the war many undefeatable wills

bid arms farewell

and this is a pawn shop that must be collapsed
this is the unredeemable golden crown

this is a fault scarp

this is the cruel earth

this is a universal blackout without an inch of light

the rain falls too heavily

a flying rain continually mends the thunder-lacerated bell

a cold vocal cord

links up all the throats. a roll of rolling uproar

besieging those who are lost and can never find out the way
he who washes his begging bow! carries on with the work
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in the front, big fog forms storm, at his back

is a promiscuous mass of willows

he who boils clouds longs for the boiling-point

the helpless flame kisses all the lips

the fire is metamorphosing, singing sorrowful songs
in various pitches of voice

the past love, the present cot

and another cry in the future

time is like yesterday's bread, black moulds sprout

time is as new as the bride's organy dress

this spiral staircase shall revolve to an end

and the fruits will not be complete if one step is missed

and the long staircase is chasing after the endless

man records numerous new numbers, in a huge nursery

and examines some kidney diseases in the earliest stage

the faraway image of coffin, the reprinted date of birth

beans are grown in the bean-field, the bean-farmers are growing beans
the faces of the young seedlings, half-sheltered under the ground
squint at the vast sky with wild blackness of clouds, squint at
the people who cannot fatten the feeble moon

cannot save the grapes from drying up

cannot make the meteorites return to the stars’ previous life

that man has left the city, that man

is not detached from the secular world, when the old's crooked legs
are the tottering vertebrae of the great earth

when the offering songs are melancholicly composed on the banyan roots
the disguised bards pretend to be young

the artists want to change their hoary hairs

this lesson, the last few lessons

time metempsychoses, the maps will be bleached
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the two rough sketches of the same region

are ripped by the unevenness of desires, the wars

kick the centuries inta the lake of fire :

the flood carries away the morning cock's long neck

those have to go have gone, those have to !eave behind are flowing swiftly
all adore the gentle river, not to flow across

the season of blood, but the yellow attire turns white

the black becomes greyish, the cassock is like scarlet daisies
bleeding unceasingly in the battle field, the foliage is scorched
towards the sun's fiery breath

the poisonous wasps are brewing poison inside the human body
the bad news of the plague

listed up on god's notice board

the hearts are ticking, even if the clocks no longer ticking

wish the face be always embroidered

even if the white corpuscles eat up all the red

wish the black pupils will always be bright, the green always clear
even if the spiders spin meshes in the steerage for the living beings
the road of death links up the two banks of a heart

in the cellar of humanity, the multitude of shadowy egos

squeezing their damp selves

the amravana garden, o the garden of the king doctor
where there is a stone seat

the man says: you have been feeding within your heart
a solid, liquid and gaseous

wolf. the 84 thousand ways of motion

the many-toothed, brutal and proud impetus

your heart, is a thousand-faced octopus

he sees someone wearing a mid-night mask

with a long coffin-nail in between his lips

passing thro the dog’s yelping; to steal a padi plant

a base coin :

43



and ambitious buds can be found in any of the bars

bivouacing on the sickly calyx

and they catch cold and wither young and fall on the snake-grass
the sea rises to an enormous height and cries

at every unfortified joint, and a marriage that must be cleanly washed
make an effort now to forget the customary manners

till afterward cannot help remembering the manners

till the painful hours. he sees

the mirror and the night

fabricating a girl's shapely shadow

one shadow chasing after another

both diminished into the demonic tent

fabricating dreams and the promises to turn the sea into a green field
fabricating dreams and burden

dreams and agony

don’t talk with the alienated on the custom

don't hurt those who are vomitting blood

be close to those who endure the wintertide

help the burnt to escape from the fire-striken area
tell him his fingers have no wick

tell him that his tears cannot be solidified like wax
the tiger is on the left, the lion on the right

the black wind brings along huge wings

that man's bowels have been cooked for the hawks
standing in the floods

eyes penetrating the water

he does not have to embank

when every artery is roaring

every vena cava is well draining

until the freshet becomes solid like a flower of salt grasped in the palm

and forms a drop of saliva collected in the bowl
and he is still begging
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not on the halfway to the ruined city

ask him if a wreath cannot be made due to the temptress
ask him how he anatomises himself

and takes away the fossil of a beast from inside his body
and let the civet, sniff

and purify his body

the rain forever dizzles, upon the fields

ask the fishes to land

the sea is always blue in the azure

the universe gets older

the song is like ice, cools down every heart's chamber
and the memories are like stars, during the nights

still appear like spooks

this is the season for the swaying flags

always insist on memorising the grammar of prayer

on erecting a cenotaph for the viviparous gods

always want to surpass with marijuana

riding on a spooky cat turn to the back of the century
the back of machinery

the whole group is drowned

this is a house on fire

this is the armory

this is the sound of a breaking harp

this is the narrow gate where one's hands must be chopped
off before being able to pass thro

written in 1967 by tan swee hian
translated by may soo chin
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