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On being asked for a War Poem
by W.B. Yeats (1865-1939)

I THINK it better that in times like these

A poet keep his mouth shut, for in truth

We have no gift to set a statesman right;

He has had enough of meddling who can please
A young girl in the indolence of her youth,

Or an old man upon a winter’s night.

E:
MZ (WB.Yeats) BE/R=FrA, 1923FIBNRXFRFE.
HAFW T 25155 (The Wild Swans at Coole)  (Cuala Press, 1917)
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Lights and Shadows
/ BRIER
(FEEARBER>)

Having crossed the water together

we sit quietly on a rock, luring the fish

with cuts and bruises on our lower legs.
The scarce leaves sway gently in the breeze,
sifting lights and shadows

onto the surface of water, into our pupils.
This is forever the pattern

of our undulating life,

covered with itches bound to be dashed upon.
And when silence, with a kind of religiosity,
submerges or melts into

the lights and shadows,

we pass into non-being,

leaving our well-worn sandals at rest. ¥,

If We Had Met Like Children Do

/ BR¥ER
(B MR BN NLRITB)

The sea vast, the moon hanging above,

and the shadow short. If we
had met like children do,

things would not have ended so hastily

without any foreshadow and

without the company of a resplendent sky,

but only with the tiny sands
confined by the long beach

running through our fingers like time.

| wish | could go to Subang where your childhood was
to look for your lost shoe in the stream

and to see your grandma wash off

the mud all over your body.

And if | were there, | would have seen

your most hidden and private part

uncovered, without unnecessary shadows.

If we had met like children do. 4
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