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UMBRELLA MAN IN HEMP

an Ying was a master archer in ancient times. When

his bow was at full draw, beasts lay prostrate and
birds fell from the sky. He had a disciple named Flying Sentinel
whose mastery of the craft eventually surpassed him.

A man called Ji Chang came to learn archery from Flying
Sentinel. Flying Sentinel said, ¢ First, you learn to stare without
blinking , after that we shall talk about archery.”

Ji Chang returned home and lay supine under the spindle
of his wife’s handloom, where he held his gaze on the spindle spi-
ralling up and down. After two years, he would not so much as
flicker an eyelid even as the spindle touched the corner of his eye.

Hence he went to see his master. Flying Sentinel answered,*
Not yet. You must first learn to look. Tiny objects you look at
become large, what is blur becomes clear. When that happens,
come and tell me.”

Ji Chang tied a flea to a strand of horse tail and hung it
on the window facing southward and fixed his gaze on it. In ten
days the flea gradually became large. After three years, it was as
large as a cart wheel. And when he looked at other objects, they
appeared like a mountain. Thus he used a bow made from the
horn of a bull from the territory of Yen and an arrow fashioned
out of the stalk of fleabane from the territory of Chu and fired a
shot at the flea. The arrow pierced the heart of the flea and the
horsetail was not cut,

He reported this to his master. Flying Sentinel jumped up
and beat his chest and exclaimed , “ Now, you have got it !”

Having acquired all of Flying-Sentinel’s skills, Ji Chang
reckoned that he had no match under the sky save his mentor.
So he decided to slay Flying Sentinel. They met in the wild, and
exchanged salvos of arrows. All arrows clashed midway and fell
to the ground without raising a cloud of dust.

Flying Sentinel had finished all his arrows whilst Ji Chang
still had one last shot. Flying Sentinel broke a branch from a
bramble bush and used its sharp thorn as arrow head. Again ax-
row and branch clashed midway.

Thus the two threw away their bows and wept. Lying pros-
trate on the road to pay respect to each other, they swore hence-

forth to be father and son. They then bit their arms and vowed

never to impart the skills to anyone.

From

FRAKEEN E RS (RIER )

TRANSLATOR'S FOOTNOTES

A true champion always reminds
himself against ostentatiousness and
arrogance , being appreciative of the
truth of the age-old sayings * there is
a sky wider and higher beyond this

sky RINA R and * if a mountain
is high, there is always one higher
—IEH—N& . Humility is a
muich needed virtue, especially in the
treacherous world of martial art.
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The bellflowers in rain

3 am in the morning, I awoke because of wind, and rain started to fall instantly, torrential and
vigorous. Beside the window and outside the window, the rustlings sounded like a piece of clear

symphony.

I knew I ought to close the window, but the warmness under the blanket filled my body with a thin
layer of heat, and I was wrapped in the coolness arising from the rain lashing the window. I was
indolent and comfortable.

There were some thunders, possibly rolling out from a distant horizon and sounded like the
affectionate murmurs of the late night. Sometimes gurgled above my head as if going to explode the
ocean of love with the everlasting pledge. Every piece of the debris was as hot as lava.

There was a splash of rain that hit the right side of the shutter that was opened. The rain was
bushy and passionate, and the bangs turned into strings of transparent and clear musical notes,
like the poetries of Xu Zhimo or Xi Murong, bright and beautiful.

The raining night was so charming. I did not want to sleep anymore. I sticked to my pillow and
listened. The only thought in my mind was the number of bellflowers that might have fallen.

The bellflower plants, lush and bloomy, whether pose singly or in line are found beside the

water while graceful canopies are at some turning corners, along the roads and hill slopes. The
charming flowers in colours of violet and white fill up the blue sky, and the plants cover the earth
with greenness. They have dressed up the lands of the island states of Singapore and Malysia into
a charming spring.

In the rowdy blossoms, vigorous and intense, with pledge of life and death in this wmdy and
raining night, what would be the number of fallen petals? ~

With a sudden impulse, 1 almost got ztp‘to run into the rain, into the blossoms, to watch the fallen
flowers fluttering in the rain that was so grand and frightening. -

But the rain suddenly started to ease off, and the sonorous music gr adually Subszded At the
window and outside the window, the rain pattered and the petals fell onto the ground ‘wzth srghs .
“envisaging another kind of love lingering with passion and tender ness, like .
whzspers at my ears. ~
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Ribut petir

Tkut khuatir ubah dahsyat
Pandang cicak bunyi duka;

Ribut petir tambah hebat,
Orang hendak atasi cuaca.
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Thunde rstorms

We are wormed the change is drastlc
Listen to wall lizards making noises;
Thunderstorms become more dramatic,

Tackling climate change is Hobson's choice.

. Tanam Pokok

Pandang angin malam teruk,
Sibuk mengatasi akan malang;

Orang rajin tanam pokok, ‘
Untuk génerasi akan datang,
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Jurang Generasi
I1bu bapa bela anak muda,
~ Tumpang menjadi orang berguna;
Ibu bapa jumpa anak dewasa,
. Jurang generasi memang ketara.
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Generation Gap

~ Parents are busy bringing up children,

Hoping they grow up safely;
Then parents face grown up children,
Knowing generation gap is reality.

Planting Trees

See nasty wind blowing strongly,
Patch the roofs to prevent leaks;
Busy planting trees aplenty,
One man sows another reaps.
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4. Maruah
Singa bawa satu golongan,
Pemimpin capai masa selamat;
Negara bercita waktu keamanan,
Pemimpin sukai jaga martabat.
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Dignity
A pride of lions gather happily,

And the dominant male ensures safety;
The country wants peace badly,

Then leaders must have dignity.
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6. Orang Muda Bersandar
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5. Dugaan %
Orang tersedia ikuti perjuangan, iE3
Yang sinar mahir dianiaya; 58
Pejuang terpaksa alami dugaan, E‘E
Yang benar akhir berjaya. =
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Endless Tests ‘ ‘ K
A person takes partin a struggle Voluntarlly, ?FE:

A wise one is often hectored;
Goes through endless tests bravely,
A real hero may emerge victor.
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Old and New Generations

Insan muda bersandarkan kepada sokongan Mew generation depends on the old one for

orang matang untuk terus memaju.

Tanjung Buluh dari Sinar Kota,
Gantung kepada penduduk orang;
Rebung tumbuh dari akar lama,
_ Gantung kepada pokok matang.
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nurture and growth.

The Bamboo Peninsula is away from city,

we’re told, ‘
The area depends on human population;

Young bamboo branch is taller than the old,
But growth depends on old one for
continuation.
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7. Hidup Tidak Serupa Lagi

FriEREFEH T HE

£

Pandemic Covid-19
Sedar bermula datang‘bahaya,
Cakup: wabak melanda sini;
Benar usaha halang bencana,
Hidup tidak serupa lagi.
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Life Isn't The Same Again

Covid-19 Pandemic
Aware that danger comes hither,
Wow! Pandemic has landed in
domain; ; k
Muster efforts to overcome the disaster,
Life isn't the same again.
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- 8. Covid-19 Menular

Senapang bambu: rupanya sahaja merba-
haya, tetapi sebenarnya tidak.

Kapak ular jahat bersedia serang,
Tikus biak rayau belakang pintu;
Wabak tular cepat manusia bimbang,
Virus tidak bimbang senapang bambu.
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Covid-19 Spreads Regardless
Poisonous snake is ready to attack,

Rats breed, playing in the gutter;
Epidemic spreads fast, making humans
sad,

Virus ignores what isn't gold that glit-
ters.
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Ask the Moon

Last night, you caught everyone's sight,

A flawless jade lingering at the zenith.

2022—4-23

At dawn,I see you suddenly descend behind the mountain, -

Oh, pray tell, to whom are you paying a visit?
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