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Pangkor Island, my

homeland

The azure water is like your poetic dream

You aroused the ideals of the sea while sailing on boat

You watched the surging foams while patrolling in the
Malacca straits

You read poetry for the reflection of green mountains

While the fishermen were in the pursuit of the sparkling
stars

Getting closely in touch

The sea-fireflies

Declared to the world the sanctity of love

How life is to be interpreted then?

You wrote fictions to tell endless stories

You wrote poetry for recital, and about sorrows with
your grave hair

while the wind was

Very often, you kept silent
blowing

As a son of Tanjong Malim

You always wore a hat

With an artistic posture

You had covered up boundless vicissitudes of life

Whether people are being told

You had already slept in the graveyard of Damansara

And your soul had returned to the island

In the wind

The sounds of your poetry are surging with the waves
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OLD CHINA HUMOUR 17

AN APPEAL TO NOISY
NEIGHBOURS

One who relishes quietude happens to live
between a coppersmith and a blacksmith. The
incessant din day and night is driving himmad. He |
often proclaims, “ If these two agree to relocate, |
I don’t mind hosting a banquet to thank them!” |

One day the two neighbours approach him
together to say, “ We have decided to move. We’re
here to thank you for promising to host a banquet |
in our honour.”

A a5

— N, TFENTE. $HE>

The man is delighted beyond words and 5], B4 EEH, EE>, 58, “HERZE
promptly prepares a sumptuous meal in their FIFE>Z H, WP MEZY, " —H, =

honour. During the banquet, he asks his guests
where they are relocating,

“He is moving to my house and I am moving
over to his,” says one of them.

FEHEE: "HEHRIR, ETETRE,
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OLD CHINA HUMOUR 18

MASTER CONFUCIUS ADJUDICA

Two Confucianist pedagogues have an argument and soon
begin to lambaste each other as a sham. When the bickering drags on
with no hope of a resolution they decide to invite Master Confucius
to adjudicate.

Confucius descends from his pedestal and makes a deep
obeisance to them saying, “ Boundless is the way of Master Kong
( Confucius ), why insist on one and the same exposition ? Both of
you sir, are truly learned in the Confucianist school of thoughts. I
myself have always had high regards for you senior gentlemen, why
speak of charlatan ?”

Both gentlemen are pleased as punch as they leave.

A disciple of Confucius asks, “ Why does my master lavish
such compliments on them?”’

Confucius says, “ It’s good enough to be able to coax such kind
to leave us alone, why ruffle them up the wrong way ?”’

MEFZEEWILETE,
EBRRBZHEIRAR,
AZARHR, TBBETFHAF,
LFTH, EBWmE
B. "EEEX, T8
Mo “fUZXELHEEE
¥, EEMRKRM, EFH
®o " MABEKREMR,

BTE: "RFARZE
Ww? " fLFE. HEA

HEBE RS, BiE
AR

42

#6241




CONGRATULATORY GIFT

Someone celebrates an auspicious event. His friend sends him
a niggardly sum of money as a congratulatory gift with a sealed
note that says, “ Cash five cents , on credit five cents.”

Not long after, his friend also celebrates a happy occasion. In
a tit-for-tat he sends him an empty but sealed envelope carrying a
note that says, “ Debt of five cents cleared, on credit five cents.”

OLD CHINA HUMOUR 20
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ANOSE FOR VITALENERGY (QI) B

Someone who is blind in both eyes is capable of detecting Qi ( vital
energy of things or beings ) through his sense of smell. A xiucai ( primary
grade scholar ) brings him a copy of ‘Romance of the West Chamber” for

him to smell.
“That’s ¢ Romance of the West Chamber’,” he says.
“How could you tell 7’
“ There is a scent of maquillage ( cosmetics).”

The xiucai then hands him ‘Annals of the Three Kingdoms’ to smell.
“That’s ‘Annals of the Three Kingdoms’,” says the blind man.

“Now how do you tell?”
“There is a scent of things martial,” answers the blind man.

Filled with amazement, the xiucai produces his own work for him to

smell.
“ This is your own writings.”
“ How on earth do you know?”
“Why, it smells of fart.”

OLD CHINA HUMOUR 21
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A DREAM BEFORE EXAMINATION 2N\

Candidate for the Xiucai ( primary grade ) examination has
a dream before the test where he asks the deity ,“ Will I pass the
examination ?”

“ Was your grandfather top scorer in the public examinations
o ,

“I’m afraid not.”

“ Do you come from an affluent family?”

“We are not exactly loaded.”

The deity laughs and says, “ If that’s the case , you have no
business dreaming away like this!”
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OLD CHINA HUMOUR 22

CANINE SCHOOL MASTER

A habitual Har tells his daughter’s father-in-law, “ There’re
three treasures in my household: a cow that can cover a thousand li
( Chinese mile ) in a day; a rooster that will crow once at the turn of
every Geng ( Chinese clock divides the day into 12 Geng, so each
Geng is 2 hours ); and then there is this dog who can read.”

His relative gapes at him in awe, “ This is incredible, one fine
day I must pay you a visit and see it for myself!”’

Upon returning home the man recounts to his wife how he told
a cock-and-bull story. “I have landed myself in a shithole, what do
I do now?”

His wife says, “ Not to worry, I’ll handle it.”

The following day, the relative comes to visit. Liar’s wife says,
“ My husband has gone to Beijing.”

“When is he expected to return?”

*“ About seven or eight days.”

Asked how come he can make it so fast ( Beijing is probably
months of travelling time away ) she says, “ Because he rode the
family cow.”

“Is the Clock Rooster still around?”’

It so happens that at that very moment some cockerel in the
courtyard begins to crow.

“ That’s the one,” says the woman, “ not only does it crow
hourly at night, it even crows in broad daylight to herald the arrival
of a guest.”

“ The dog that reads, can I have the honour of making its
acquaintance ?”

“I’ll be frank with you, we are strapped for cash. So the dog
has been sent out to teach classes .”

Translator’s note:

1) No wonder they are husband and wife, both are in the same
business of testing the limits of credibility.

*  Chinese idiom -- If a mountain is high, there is a higher
one.
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To Mr.Xue , a TCM practitioner
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Living Hua Tuo ,it has been a long time since we last met
Our encounter today led me discovering our hair are white
You once saved my life with your miraculous skills

Do you have any fairy herb to deliver me from this current plight?
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HLIECovid—19FEM

RAESE

1. Hentam Pembunuh

Covid-19 adalah pemusnah.

Pagi mendung burung kurang,
Insan terkurung dalam rumah;
Sini tolong bendung bangkang,

Insan merenung hentam pemusnah.
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Fight Common Enemy
Covid-19 kills humans

The morning is gloomy with few birds,

2.

Stay at home owing to Movement Control Order;

~ Try to help in fighting the scourge,

Ways to slay the enemy, avoiding disaster.

Hujan Derai
Covid-19 pandemic perintah kawalan
pergerakan mulai 18.3.2020.

Jirus air hujan derai,
Orang kurung dalam diaman;
Virus hadir sakitan sampai,
Orang renung malam nyaman.
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Rain Hitting Windows
Covid-19 pandemic movement
control order.

With the storm, rain hits the windows,
Stay at home for many weeks;

The virus strikes with painful blows
At night, think of peace and relief.
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Salahkan Orang
Trump lemah dalam usaha membendung
pandemik Covid-19. Pada 31.5.2020, ada
lebih 1.81 juta kes dan 104,000 kematian
di Amerika Syarikat. Beliau menyalahkan
orang lain seperti China.

Pandemik timpa serata sedunia,
Terkorban orang, siapa bersedia?

Pandemik kena derita manusisa,
Salahkan orang, jaga empunya.

, Ujian Covid-19

Virus timpa rasa gentar,
Insan cari jalan atasi;

Terus kena cuba sedar,
Insan mesti akan diuji.
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#r I KK IFAT, Covid-19 testings

R REEMBHA
LR R AR The virus strikes terror on humans,

. ’ Look for ways to overcome the organism;
A BRI T A

Put the Blame on Someone
Trump is weak in handling the US Covid-19 pandemic.
On 31.5.2020, the country has over 1.81 million cases
and 104,000 deaths. Trump puts the blame on others
such as China.

To everywhere in the world, the pandemic is spreading,
For so many deaths, no one is prepared;

The virus causes so much suffering,
Put the blame on someone, to save oneself.

Continue to find effective treatment,

Essential to do testings with dynamism.
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5. Bosan Duduk Di Rumah
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Mac--Mei, 2020.

Satu dua ahli keluarga,

Pagi malam satu bumbung;
Satu dua hari bertapa,

Sunyi macam 'gitu murung.
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6. Malaysia Berupaya
Bendung Covid-19

Sedunia usaha hadapi jangkitan,
Ada kekesanan, berapa kurang;
Malaysia upaya mencapai kemajoan,

Ada keyakinan, ternyata menang.
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7. Covid-19 Pandemic

On 11.3.2020, World Health Organisa-

tion declares Covid-19 pandemic.

WHO declares Covid-19 pandemic,
All nations must be prepared;
Aware the burden's fantastic,

Fight an all-out war, nothing to spare.
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Loneliness At Home
Covid-19 Movement Control Order March to
May, 2020.

Members of family are at home,
Day and night under same conditions;
There's all the time to think alone,
Loneliness borders on depression.
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Malaysia Capable Overcome Covid-19

The world is up against the disease,
Some are more successful, others less;
Malaysia is capable of overcoming the pandemic,
Confidence ensures the success.
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Pandemik Covid-19
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WHO isytihar pandemik terkini,
Semua negara perlu halang;
WHO mehyedar pandemik bebani,

Semua negara tuju perang.
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