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A CONCLUSION

T his work has demonstrated that the CMCS during the 1963-
1988 period was not blind to the importance of constructing a relevant
post-formation identity in Sarawak. Nor did it try to avoid the issue
altogether by doing nothing. It did endeavour to construct a pertinent
post-formation identity, for example, through its organisational devel-
opment and ministries. However, its perception of a pertinent post-
formation identity did not reflect fully the true nature of the society of
Sarawak. Therefore, the outcome of the continuous quest for this iden-
tity mirrored an unfinished task of the CMCS.

The CMCS could develop its full potential of playing a more
pertinent role in Sarawak if only it is stimulated to reconsider its under-
standing of a pertinent post-formation identity and realise the pos-
sible outcome of its continual irrelevance to Sarawak, the venue where
it is supposed to play the role God has commissioned the Church to
fulfil. Apparently, the best way forward is to find out the reasons why




it was so difficult for the CMCS in the first place to formulate a truly
relevant post-formation identity in Sarawak in the 1963-1988 period.

The present study has identified and analysed three major con-
tributing factors to the problem of the CMCS mentioned above. These
factors are the characteristics and mentality of the Foochow Chinese
Methodists (CMCS members); the policies of the governments of
Sarawak (1841-1988); and the culture of ethnic segregation of the CMCS.

These are massive and complex factors which were formed and
existed maintained over a long period of time and were continuously
enhanced throughout the history of Sarawak and the CMCS. The
study shows that these three factors, complementary in their effect,
are believed to have inescapably fashioned the minds of the CMCS
leaders in such a way that the division of the society and the CMCS
along ethnic lines had been internalised and become an accepted norm,
tradition or culture. Once the norm, tradition, or culture of ethnic seg-
regation is developed and accepted, it is very difficult for anyone to

break its powerful grip.

The situation in the CSC, another Chinese diaspora church/con-
gregation in Sarawak during the similar period was quite different from
that of the CMCS even though they had some common characteristics
and shared similar contexts. The main difference was found in the
organisation of the church. The CSC was a Chinese congregation un-
der a single Parochial Church Council (PCC) of the St. Thomas’ Cathe-
dral which had two other multi-cultural oriented congregations
(interrelated). Besides, the attitude of the CSC leaders towards their
own ethnicity and non-Chinese ethnic group can be considered
balanced, i.e. non-ethnocentric. Further, the division of congregations
was basically along language lines, not so much along ethnic lines.
Therefore, the relevance of the CSC had to be evaluated from these
above-mentioned angles. But, many of these features mentioned were
missing from the CMCS. Thus, taken as a whole, the Methodist Church

in Sarawak which promoted only two independent and not very cor-
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dially related ministries: Chinese (CMCS) and Iban (STAC) ministries to
cater mainly for these two of the many ethnic groups in Sarawak, was
less relevant to the pluralistic society of Sarawak than the St. Thomas’
Cathedral of the Anglican Church in Sarawak.

Hence, it is in the light of these factors that one can begin to
understand why it was so difficult for the CMCS to formulate a perti-
nent post-formation identity in the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-

religious society of Sarawak during the period under review.

With the discovery of these factors, the problem of why it was so
difficult for the CMCS to formulate a pertinent post-formation identity
during this 1963-1988 period is clearly exposed. However, the solution
of this problem lies in the ability of the CMCS to see the precarious
situation? that it is in and is prepared to go against the norm, the
tradition or culture of ethnic segregation so as to free itself from its

control.

If the coming of the Chinese Methodist immigrants from the Fujian
Province of China to Sarawak during the early decades of the 20™ cen-
tury can be described as their first physical exodus from ‘Egypt’ in
China, then the CMCS will most probably need another metaphorical
exodus, to escape from the domination of this negative norm, tradition

or culture of ethnic segregation which has entangled it for so long.

1 The author is not suggesting that everything about the CMCS was bad. In fact,
the CMCS had, during the 1963-1988 period, rather consistently carried out re-
markable work among the ethnic Chinese. Credit must be given to it. The CMCS
must continue to play its vital role among the ethnic Chinese in Sarawak. However,
the author also suggests that more work is needed to be done among other ethnic
groups as well which formed over 75 percent of the Sarawak population. The
CMCS has to be relevant to all, not just the ethnic Chinese. Culture of ethnic
segregation should never be allowed to exist in the Christian church or any other
places.



While trying to convince the CMCS and prepare it for the impera-
tive exodus from this cultural domination, a new theological departure
should be carried out concurrently so as to pave the way for the formu-
lation of a truly pertinent post-formation identity for the CMCS in

Sarawak.

Undoubtedly, further research is much needed in order to find
out how the CMCS can possibly overcome or neutralise the intractable
problem of the inherent culture of ethnic segregation. The develop-
ment of a Sarawak theology for the CMCS will provide a new frame-
work of self-criticism and the development of an alternative vision for

the future.

The complexity and difficult nature of theological construction,

2 Doing Christian theology in the non-Western world or context, such as in Asia
(also Africa and Latin America) is a very challenging and dynamic process for the
theologians and churches in these regions. As pointed out by Emerito P. Nacpil
in ‘The Critical Asian Principle’ that there are several features also known as
Asian realities or context, such as the plurality and diversity in ethnic groups,
culture, religions, ideologies; colonial experience; young nations with its social,
economic, political and identity issues and problems; the profound influence of
some of the world’s major religions on the lives of Asians and the relatively small
population of Christians which characterise the Asia region. See E. P. Nacpil,
“The Critical Asian Principle,” SEAJT 17:1(1976): i-ii. Needless to say, the
complex context or realities of Asia has also become an inexhaustible resources
for theconstruction of Asian Christian theology. This is reflected in many litera-
tures on these subjects published in recent decades. Some of them are as follows:
C. S. Song, “Let Us Do Theology with Asian Resources!,” EAJT 3:2(1985): 202-
205; lan S. Wiliams, “News on Doing Theology with Asian Resources,” EAJT 3:
2(1985):187-208; C. S. Song, “Asian Theologies Developing out of Asian
Resources,” PTCA 4:2(October 1991): 2-4; Archie Lee, “Reclaiming Asian Re-
sources for Christian Theology in Asia,” PTCA 10:1(June 1997):3-4; John C.
England and Archie C. C. Lee, eds., Doing Theology with Asian Resources: Ten
¥ears in the Formation of Living Theology in Asia: 1983-1993, (Auckland, New
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particularly in this region, i.e. Asia? is not within the scope of this
historical inquiry.3 However, it is useful to sketch out a brief outline of
such a theology, however tentative, so as to stimulate new research in
this direction for the benefit of the CMCS in its continuous search for

a relevant identity in Sarawak.

Like many other Third World theologies, such as the Liberation

Zealand: Pace Publishing, 1993); R. S. Sugirtharajah, ed., Asian Faces of Jesus,
(London: SCM Press, 1993); R. S. Sugirtharajah, ed., Frontiers in Asian Chris-
tian Theology: Emerging Trends, (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1994); =
BERE, TNEEHT2FE The Asian Context and Biblical Hermeneutics,
(B - BEYSTBEHRRL, 1996); C. S. Song, The Believing Heart: An Invitation
to Story Theology, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999).

The aim of constructing an Asian Christian theology is to ensure that the “Word of
God, which comes to us [in this case, Asians] from a different time, culture,
language and context, can become the Word of God for us [Asians] in our own
time and context.” See Parratt, Doing Theology, 101.

3 See the aims, scope and limitation of the present work in the Introduction.

4 The aim of this contextual theology is to transform the “society and humanisation
of people suffering injustice and social, political and economic exploitation” through
“a prophetic and a mystical way of speaking about God” in Latin America. “The
mystical language recognizes the presence of the gratuitous love of God in our
lives. The language of prophecy denounces the situation—and its structural
causes—of injustice and the marginalization of women and men.” See Parratt,
Doing Theology, 112; Dictionary of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Lib-
eration Theologies: Latin American,” by Gustavo Gutierrez. For more details,
see The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Thought, 1998 ed., s.v.
“Liberation Theology,” by Samuel Escobar; Leonardo Boff and Clodovis Boff,
Introducing Liberation Theology, (New York: Orbis Books, 1987); Gustave
Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation, (Maryknoll, New York.: Orbis Books, 1988);
Jose Comblin, Called for Freedom: The Changing Context of Liberation Theology.
(Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1998).

5 |t is a “Korean theology of liberation developed in the 1970s” with a goal
alleviate the Minjung—"the politically oppressed, economically exploited, cultur




Theology in Latin America,* Minjung Theology in Korea® and Dalit
Theology in India,® the construction of a theology in Sarawak for the
CMCS has to tackle the issue of the local context which must take into
account the Sarawak realities and the CMCS’s cultural, religious,
economic, political experience over the past more than 150 years of
history so as to be relevant to Sarawak. A new theology for the churches

in Sarawak must develop in similar lines as contextual theologies in

ally marginalized, the poor and the powerless” from sufferings. Today, in the
1990s, the Minjung theologians also try to tackle the issues of “peace, justice,
and the reconciliation of a divided Korea.” Dictionary of Third World Theologies,
2000 ed., s.v. “Minjung Theology,” by David

Kwang-sun Suh. See also The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Modern Christian
Thought, 1998 ed., s.v. “Korean Christian Thought,” by Jung Young Lee. For
more details, see Kim Yong Bock, ed., Minjung Theology: People as the Subjects
of History, (Singapore: Christian Conference of Asia, 1981); Kim Yong Bock,
Messiah and Minjung, (Hong Kong: CCA, 1992).

S |t is a contextual theology with a goal to “expose the evil of caste in Indian
society, which has continued to play a significant role even within the Churches.
" It seeks to “speak on behalf of these oppressed peoples [Dalits]” by liberating
them from “a servant mentality” through “emphasizing God’s liberating presence
in a world which has denied their true humanity and exploited them economically,
socially and culturally.” Parratt, Doing Theology, 60-61; Dictionary of Third
World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Dalit Theology,” by Sathianathan Clarke;
Arvind P. Nirmal, “Toward a Christian Dalit Theology,” Frontiers in Asian Chris-
tian Theology, ed. by R. S. Sugirtharajah, (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books,
1994), 27-40. For more details, see also M.E. Prabhakar, Towards a Dalit Theology,
(Madras: Gurukul, 1989); Arvind P. Nirmal, ed., A Reader in Dalit Theology,
(Madras: Gurukul, 1991); Sk B&EME - BERE - “BREBZEEER A Bibli-
cal Basis for Dalit Theology,” ZHERE, LMNEELEZZZFE The Asian
Context and Biblical Hermeneutics, (&% : BEEH X EH R, 1996), 166-176.
7 ‘Contextualisation’ is a term first introduced in 1972 to the theological world by
the Theological Education Fund (TEF) of the WCC. In the past, other terms such
as ‘adaptation,’ ‘accommodation,” and ‘indigenisation,” were commonly used to
“designate ways of expressing theology in a non-Western context.” It is gener-
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other parts of Asia.”

Contextualisation, according to Hwa Yung, a prominent Malay-

sian theologian, is defined as follows:

Contextualization as the total process wherein reflection and ac-

ally an accepted way of expressing theology. Some even maintain that “"theol-
ogy which is not contextual theology ... is-a false theology.” However, it is not
without its critics. Critics, such as Bosch, points out the dangers of “relativism”
and “absolutism of contextualism” in the process of doing theology while other
theologians highlight the hindrance of “overt Christocentrism” in the Gospel mes-
sage as advocated by some which may cut “Asian Christians off from the wis-
dom of Asia.” Bosch, Transforming Mission, 427-428; R. S. Sugirtharajah,
“Introduction,” Frontiers in Asian Christian Theology: Emerging Trends, ed. by
R. S. Sugirtharajah, (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1994), 4-5; Dictionary
of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.V. “Contextualization,” by Virginia Fabella;
Stephen Bevans, “Models of Contextual Theology,” MIR, XIII: 2 (April 1985):
186; Anton G. Honig, “Trends in Present Asian Theology,” Exchange, X! (Sep/
Dec 1982): 1-3.

Contextualisation captures in “method and perspective the challenge of relating
the Gospel” to the local context (doing theology)—"i.e., its historical,
socioeconomic, political, cultural, ethnic, racial and religious dimensions ... as
well as the impact of outside forces, such as the imposition of a global market and
a homogenized culture ... on the people.” See Dictionary of Third World Theologies;
2000 ed., s.v. “Contextualization,” by Virginia Fabella; Darrell L. Whiteman,
“Contextualization: The Theory, the Gap, the Challenge,” /BMR 21(January
1999): 2-7.

Since the 1970s, this term ‘contextualisation’ has been a popular subject for
discussion and debate among scholars and theologians of different theological of
denominational stands resulting in the large amount of literatures on the subject.
See some of these as follows: Bong Rin Ro, “Contextualization: Asian Theology,
" What Asian Christian Are Thinking, ed. by Douglas J. Elwood, (Quezon City,
Philippines, New Day Publishers, 1976), 47-58; Millard C. Lind “ Refocusing
Theological Education to Mission: The Old Testament and Contextualization,”




tion are combined as the indigenous church, having properly grasped
the meaning of the gospel of Christ from within its own culture, and
socio-political and economic realities, seeks, on the one hand, to live
out its new faith in accord with the cultural patterns of the local society
and, on the other, to transform that society and individuals therein, in
response to their felt needs under the guidance of the Christian Scrip-
tures and the Holy Spirit.®

If we accept the above definition as a guide for doing theology in
Asia, in general, and in Malaysia and Sarawak, in particularly, then, an
understanding of the Word of God (Text) and the Sarawak context, i.e.
the Sarawak realities and the CMCS’s history and experience are cru-

cial in this process.

Doing contextual theology for Malaysia (Peninsula Malaysia or

MIR, X:2 (April 1982): 141-160; Anton G. Honig, “Trends in Present Asian
Theology,” Exchange, XI (Sep/Dec 1982): 1-75; John C. England, “Contextual
Theology in Asian Countries: A Selected Annotated Bibliography,” MIR, XIl: 4
(October 1984): 477-489; Paul G. Hiebert, “Critical Contextualization,” MIR, XII:
3 (July 1984): 287-296; Stephen Bevans, “Models of Contextual Theology,”
MIR, XIlI: 2 (April 1985): 185-202; Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist
Society, (London: SPCK, 1989, 1997), Chap. 12; Bosch, Transforming Mission,
420-432; Kan Baoping, “On Theological Contextualization,” CTR, (1991): 103-
111; John H. Connor, “When Culture Leaves Contextualized Christianity Behind,
* MIR, XIX: 1(January 1991):21-29; Calvin E. Shenk, “The Demise of the Church
in North Africa and Nubia and lts Survival in Egypt and Ethiopia: A Question of
Contextualization?” MIR, XXI: 2 (April 1993): 131-154; Eugene S. Heideman,
“Syncretism, Contextualization, Orthodoxy, and Heresy,” MIR, XXV: 1 (January
1997): 37-49; Mark A. Hatcher, “Contextualizing the Creed through Structured
Bible Study,” MIR, XXVI: 3 (July 1998): 315-328; New Dictionary of Theology,
1988 ed., s.v. “Contextualization,” by B. J. Nicholls.

® Hwa Yung, Mangoes or Bananas? The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian
Theology, (Oxford: Regnum Books International, 1997), 13-14.
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West Malaysia) is not a new venture albeit relatively rare and not well-
documented or articulated. This is even more so in Sarawak, a state
which is historically, geographically, culturally, religiously and eco-
nomically somewhat different from those of the Peninsula Malaysia.?

The one crucial attitude in doing a Sarawak Theology is our
willingness to see the local realities and identify the problems and
needs of the society and our seriousness in responding to them
theologically. This attitude is vital for the doing of a Sarawak Theol-
ogy for the CMCS.

Much of the context of Sarawak has been discussed previously
in this work. To sum up the preceding discussion on the context, we
have seen that Sarawak, the venue where the CMCS and other Chris-
tian denominations had established themselves, a state in the Federa-
tion of Malaysia, is shaped by both international factors and domestic
elements particularly over the last 150 years or so. It has all the features
described in the “Critical Asian Principle” proposed by Emerito P.

9 For an account of the Malaysian history, see for example, Barbara Watson
Andaya and Leonard Y Andaya, A History of Malaysia, (London: Macmillan
Press, 1982). One of the major differences between the states of Sarawak and
Sabah on the island of Borneo and other Malaysian states in the Peninsula is the
population of Christians. In Sarawak, the Christian population was about 28.5
percent in 1980 and 36.7 percent in 1991 while only 2.0 percent in Peninsula
Malaysia in 1980. The national average was thus 7.0 percent in 1980. The
population of Muslims between Sarawak and the rest of the country is also
different. The Muslim population in Sarawak was 26.0 percent in 1980 and 28.5
percent in 1991. However, in Peninsula Malaysia, it was 56.0 percent in 1980.
See Table 1.13; Tan Chi Kiong, “Christian Theology in the World of Religious-
Cultural Pluralism: Some Proposals,” ATESEA Occasional papers No. 6: Doing
Theology with Cultures of Asia, (Singapore: ATESEA 1988): 132-135.

10 See footnote 2.




Nacpil as mentioned earlier.'® In short, Sarawak is a pluralistic society
with diverse cultures, religions and ethnicity, and complex political

and economic realities.’

We have also discovered that the CMCS’s quest for a pertinent
post-formation identity in Sarawak during the 1963-1988 period was
hampered by three major factors: the characteristics and mentality of
the Foochow Chinese Methodists (CMCS members); the policies of
the governments of Sarawak (1841-1988); and the culture of ethnic
segregation of the:CMCS. The seriousness of such an inadequacy is
reflected in the CMCS’s difficulty in playing its role as the church in
and for the pluralistic society of Sarawak.

Therefore, the goal of this proposed Sarawak theology for the
CMCS would be to seek to liberate the CMCS'2 from the bondage of
the norm, tradition or the culture of ethnic segregation, to enhance the
CMCS’s respect and appreciation of the culture and Faiths of other
ethnic groups and to establish genuine, warm, dynamic and long-last-
ing relationships not only with the Foochow Chinese but also with all
other peoples of Sarawak regardless of culture, ethnicity and religion.
In this way, the CMCS may be able to carry out its missiological task of
transforming the society and the individuals with the Word of God

11 For details, see chapters One and Five.

2 As mentioned in Chapter One, under Part II, Section D, point a: Christianity,
that virtually all other Christian denominations, such as the Anglican, Roman
Catholic, SDA and SIB had active mission works among many ethnic groups in
the 1963-1988 period. The CMCS has remained basically unchanged in its ap-
proach to mission work, i.e. evangelistic or overseas mission working among
Chinese, in the pluralistic society of Sarawak since its inception in 1901. To be
sure, as analysed in Chapter Four, under Part 1V, it has limited social concern
ministry among the peoples of Sarawak. The CMCS has the potential of playing
its role more effectively as a church in and for the peoples of Sarawak if only it
can break away from the tradition or culture of ethnic segregation.
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more effectively and thus becoming truly a church in and for the soci-

ety of Sarawak.

Some suggestions are given as follows: First, this proposed
Sarawak theology should encourage reconciliation between the CMCS
and other ethnic groups, i.e. for the restoration of relationship through
forgiveness, a change of attitude, policy and action (showing genuine
care, concern and appreciation; sensitive to their needs, sharing of the
Gospel) 1? and between the CMCS and other Christian denominations

in Sarawak (serious about ecumenism).4

Second, it should encourage dialogue to take place between the

13 Gge an example of a theology of reconciliation in Batumalai, A Malaysian
Theology of Muhibbah, 57-63. See also Ng Kam Weng, “Church and State in
Islamic Context,” TTJ, 6 (1997):82-83

14 For details on some recent studies and development in ecumenical movement,
such as ecumenical dialogue, see Martien E. Brinkman, “The Common Chal-
lenge to Ecumenicals and Evangelicals — An Ecumenical Appraisal,” Exchange
, 23: 3 (Dec 1994): 191-206; Alan P. F. Sell, “The Role of Bilateral Dialogue within
the One Ecumenical Movement,” ER, 46: 4 (Oct 1994): 453-460; “Towards
Common Witness, “ World Council of Churches, Central Committee, Minutes of
the 48" meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, 11-19 September 1997, 198-211; Arch-
bishop George Carey, “Common Ecumenical Mission in a Pluralistic World,”
CER, XXXIII: 3 (1997): 245-253; Henriette T. Hutabarat-Lebang, “Journeying
Together: The WCC’s Common Understanding and Vision, the local Church and
Local Ecumenism,” ER, 50:3 (July 1998): 285-291; Konrad Raiser, “The Nature
and Purpose of Ecumenical Dialogue: Proposal for a Study,” ER, 52 (July 2000):
287-292; Walter Kasper, “ The Nature and Purpose of Ecumenical Dialogue,” ER,
52 (July 2000): 293-299.

15 For some recent studies on inter-religious dialogue, see J. Paul Rajashekar,

“Dialogue with People of Other Faiths and Ecumenical Theology,” CD, 13 (Dec
1987): 11-16; Israel Selvanayagam, “Inter-Faith Dialogue: A Clarification of Per-




CMCS and other religions, such as Islam and Buddhism in Sarawak.1®
Hwa Yung rightly pointed out that inter-religious dialogue is neces-

spective and Issues,” CD, 23 (Dec 1992): 20-25; Mariasusai Dhavamony, “The
Christian Theology of Inter-Religious Dialogue,” SM, 43 (1994): 61-93; M. Darrol
Bryant, “Overcoming History on the Possibilities of Muslim-Christian Dialogue,”
WFE, 15 (Nov 1996): 3-13; Francis Arinze, “Christian-Muslim Relations in the
21th Century, “ Encounter, 239 (Nov 1997): 1-11; Georg Evers, “Trends and
Conferences in the Field of Interreligious Dialogue,” S/D, 8: 2 (1998): 239-255;
“The Second Vatican Council, ‘Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to
Non-Christian Religions,” Christianity and Plurality, ed., Richard J. Plangtinga,
(Oxford: Blackwell Publisher, 1999), 304-308; “Documentation: ‘Religious
Freedom, Community Rights and Individual Rights: A Christian-Muslim
Perspective.’— Final Report,” Encounters, 6: 1 (2000): 91-94. Further, for some
liberal (pluralistic) accounts of the relationship between Christianity and religions
or religious pluralism, see John Hick, “The Pluralist Case: A Christian in the
Midst of Eastern Faiths,” WFE, 6 (Nov 1993): 3-10; John Hick “Is Christianity the
Only True Religion?” Theology, Cl (Sep/Oct 1998): 322-330. For some moderate
views of the same subject, see Richard J. Plantinga, Christianity and Plurality,
(Oxford: Blackwell Publication, 1999), 11-25; Lesslie Newbigin, “The Gospel and
the Religions,” ed., Richard J. Plantinga, Christianity and Plurality, (Oxford:
Blackwell Publication, 1999), 347-257; David J. Hesselgrave, “Christian Com-
munication and Religious Pluralism: Capitalizing on Differences,” MIR, XVIII: 2
(Apr 1990): 131-138; Eeuwout Klootwuk, “Christian Approaches to Religious
Pluralism: Diverging Models and Patterns,” MIR, XXI: 4 (Oct 1993): 455-468.

'8 Hwa Yung, Mangoes or Bananas? The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian
Theology, 235. See also S. Batumalai, “Learning the Faith of My Neighbour,” CD,
24 (June 1993): 20-24. Eeuwout Klootwuk has also shared the view of Hwa
Yung. He has this to say, “Dialogue and sharing is indeed part of the Christian
mission. But so is preaching: the proclamation of the good news of the gospel. A

B ERP S E R e (-




M 5 5 -5 I 5 b B

sary for helping us to treat others with respect, carrying out effective
evangelistic work and co-operating with other in social change for the

common good of all.*®

Third, it should stimulate the CMCS to listen more attentively to
the cry of the voiceless people, the poor, segregated, the deprived and
the oppressed in Sarawak'” and co-operate more positively with any
agencies in Sarawak (the charitable and religious organisations in
Sarawak), such as members of the Social Welfare Council of Sarawak
(SWCS), which work for the common good of all and welfare of the

needy in Sarawak.1®

Fourth, it should also motivate the CMCS in expressing its view

missionary church without engaging itself in dialogue is nothing but the motionless,
dead body of Jesus Christ. But Christian mission without proclamation of God’s
offer of grace in Jesus Christ is even worse: it is merely a phantom. Dialogue and
procalmation belong to each other as the two sides of a coin.” Eeuwout Klootwuk,
“Christian Approaches to Religious Pluralism: Diverging Models and Patterns,”
MIR, XXI: 4 (Oct 1993): 467. 24

17 |t is even stated in the Methodist Social Creed that we should “love our
neighbours and seek justice for them as well as for ourselves. To be silent in the
face of need, injustice and exploitation is to deny him [Jesus Christ]. Daniel, ed.,
The Book of Discipline of the MCM, 1984, 23.

18 For an interesting article about the possibilities of cooperation and partnership
between two religious groups, i.e. Muslim and Christian groups, in response to
threats and challenges posed by the changing global context, see Suha Taji-
Farouki, “Muslim-Christian Cooperation in the Twenty-First Century: Some Glo-
bal Challenges and Strategic Responses, * ICMR, 11: 2 (July 2000): 167-193.
See also Dictionary of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Malaysian
Theology,” by Albert Sundararaj Walters; Tan Chi Kiong, “Christian Theology in
the World of Religious-Cultural Pluralism: Some Proposals,” ATESEA Occasional
papers No. 6: Doing Theology with Cultures of Asia, (Singapore: ATESEA 1988):
133; Ng Kam Weng, “Church and State in Islamic Context,” TTJ, 6 (1997): 82-83:
EHe RIMETNARREREATE", 104




and stand more openly and explicitly on important issues, such as the
local politics, economy, nation building and development, State’s
budget, various government policies, crime, drug abuse, ethics, value,
human rights, women’s struggle and status, religions and cultures,
social welfare, health, education and environment or ecology of Sarawak
under the guidance of the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.1®

Fifth, this theology should lead the CMCS to seriously consider
keeping the Chinese identity and at the same time, perhaps, enhancing
and exploring its potentials or quality through the development of the
universal humanistic traditions in Chinese culture. For example, the

19 |t is important to note that many of the issues mentioned here has also been
included in the Social Principles of the Methodist church recorded in Daniel, ed.,
The Book of Discipline of the MCM, 1984, 23-28. See also some studies on
ecology and the Christian Faith, such as in Andrea Nehring, ed., Ecology: A
Theological Response, (Madras: Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Re-
search Institute, 1994); Douglas L. Chial,

“The Ecological Crisis: A Survey of the WCC’s Recent Responses,” ER, 48: 1
(Jan 1996): 53-61; Dictionary of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Ecology,
" by Leonardo Boff; Ruth Page, “Theology and the Ecological Crisis,” Theology,
XCIX (Mar/Apr 1996): 106-114; “Public Issues: 1. Global Warming and Climate
changes. 2. Clobal Warming and Climate Change: A Call to the Churches,” World
Council of Churches, Central Committee,Minutes of the 45" meeting,
Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-28 January 1994, 68-71. For issues about women’s
struggle and theology particularly in the Third World, see Dictionary of Third
World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Ecofeminist Theology,” by Aruna Gnanadason;
Dictionary of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Feminism,” by Arche Ligo;
Dictionary of Third World Theologies, 2000 ed., s.v. “Feminist Theologies in the
Third World,” by Maria Pilar Aquino; Lisa Isherwood and Dorothea McEwan, “An
Introduction to Feminist Theology and the Case for its Study in an Academic
Setting,” FT, 2 (Jan 1993): 10-25;36{m A8, “{L AR AN AEHZITE Herme-
neutic from Women’s Perspective,” 8 ERE, THEEHEFEZFE The Asian
Context and Biblical Hermeneutics, (F# : BB #HE iR, 1996), 251-260.
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CMCS may study and further develop some of the main principles of
the humanism of Chinese culture, such as the concepts of ren
(benevolent love {Z ), yi (righteousness 2%) and li (propriety—norm of
social conduct &) as manifested in Chinese culture?® so as to con-
struct a viable contextual theology which helps the CMCS to be more
aware of its own cultural traditions, identity and values, make contri-
bution to the diversity of cultures in Sarawak and at the same time more
open to, appreciative and conscious of the cultures of other ethnic
groups.2?

Sixth, this theology should also motivate the CMCS to study the
cultures of different ethnic groups in Sarawak and intelligently and
creatively incorporate these rich local resources and heritage into the
life and ministries of the CMCS, i.e. worship, teaching, fellowship and
mission as well as into the process of doing local theologies. The
CMCS needs to cultivate cautiously a positive attitude toward the
cultures of the peoples of Sarawak, including the Iban, Chinese, Malay,
etc. as not all the content of human culture is incompatible to the
Biblical truth.

Charles H. Kraft rightly summaries his view on God’s attitude

toward culture as follows:

God chooses the cultural milieu in which humans are immersed as

20 For two succinct accounts of these concepts which has been displayed in
Chinese culture for thousands of years, see Chu Chai, “Chinese Humanism: A
Study of Chinese Mentality and Temperament,” Social Research 26 (1959): 31-
46; Niew Shong Tong, “The Essence of Chinese Culture and Its Influence on
Sarawak Chinese,” SMJ XL (December 1989): 135-139.

21 Ghu Chai elaborates, “Jen [ren], as the prime virtue of life, leads the way in
prompting us to positive efforts for the good of others; Yi [yi] follows, to collabo-
rate with Jen, as the highest principle embodied in the activities of mankind; and
li [/, as the outward expression of moral sentiment, sheds light on jen and yi by



the arena of his interaction with people ... When he speaks ... to us ...
he does so by employing human, not divine, language ... with all its
finiteness, its relativity, and its assured misperception of infinity ... he
chooses to use culture, he is not bound by it in the same way human

beings are.??

On the issue of doing local theology by using cultural sources,
T. V. Philip believes that the Asian experiences of God “expressed in
religions and cultures are of great importance for Christian theology in
Asia. We need to listen to them ... they are our partners in our theo-
logical task.” He also points out that in the same way the sharing of the
gospel to Asians also contributes to the transformation of Asian
cultures.2® Philip’s view is echoed by Zhao Dianpeng who believes in
the complementarily of Chinese culture and Christian Faith and its
contribution to evangelism.24

We have briefly outlined the proposed Sarawak contextual theol-
ogy for the CMCS. Given the complexity of this vital task of doing and
disseminating this theology for the CMCS it would be useful for the

bringing the whole conduct into harmony with reason and order, thus completing
the work of building up the foundation of humanism.” Chu Chai, “Chinese
Humanism: A Study of Chinese Mentality and Temperament,”35.

22 Gharles H. Kraft, Christianity in Culture, (New York: Orbis Books, 1979), 114-
115.

23T, V. Philip, “Relation between Theology and Culture in the Perspective of
Church history,” VFTW, XVI: 2 (Dec 1993): 95-116. See further discussions of
the gospel and culture in Paul G. Hiebert, “Gospel and Culture: The WCC Project,
" MIR, XXV: 2 (April 1997): 199-207; Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist
Society, Chap. 15.

24 Zhao Dianpeng points out that “Chinese culture excels in the realm of natural
wisdom, which may greatly enrich and serve the needs of our faith. The faith that
comes from God’s revelation and the guidance of the Holy Spirit may, on the other
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CMCS to set up a permanent department to handle this project. Theo-
logians and people of related disciplines, such as Biblical scholars,
Church historians, missiologists and anthropologists should be en-
gaged to take up the task. As most of these people mentioned, other
resources, facilities and the environment can be found in the MTS, it is
obvious that the Methodist Theological School would be a conducive
venue or centre for the work of creating and teaching of this Sarawak

theology.

Needless to say, the above suggestion concerning the construc-
tion of a Sarawak theology is only a tentative outline of some of the
main issues which we believe are important. Undoubtedly, this outline
requires much more in-depth research, thorough examination and study.
Nevertheless, it gives some basic guidelines as far as the theological

construction of a Sarawak theology is concerned.

Such a theological formulation is a massive task which demands
substantial time and resources. It is perhaps, a responsibility of the
CMCS which has not been taken seriously up to now. However, if it is
done successfully, the benefits would be immeasurable. Not only that
the prolonged problem of the inherent culture of ethnic segregation of
the CMCS would be somewhat mitigated, but a new culture of genuine
respect and appreciation of the beauty of unity in diversity would be
cultivated within the CMCS. In this way, the CMCS can truly be a local
church relevant to the peoples of Sarawak.

Hence, the formulation of a Sarawak theology for the CMCS is

hand, fulfill and sanctify the Chinese culture ... the Chinese people will accept the
light of the gospel more easily, and the seeds of Christ’s gospel will be more
suited to take root and grow in the fertile soil of China, and much fruit will be
borne.” See Zhao Dianpeng, “Chinese Culture and Christian Faith, “CTR, (1988):
32-40.




not an option but a necessity. The CMCS has to act now or continue to
be in captivity caused by the tradition, norm or culture of ethnic segre-
gation examined earlier and face the inevitable consequence of remain-
ing a church largely irrelevant to the pluralistic society of Sarawak in
terms of its Chinese oriented ministries, such as worship, teaching,
fellowship and mission and also undermining its limited but importaht
social concern work and the economic and other contributions made

by its members to Sarawak.
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